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President’s
Note

Peter J. Armstrong
President/CEO

School’s Open, Drive Carefully

A. After a couple of months of summer vacation,

teens, tweens and tots across Berks County are back

in the classroom. This means that parents are back to

treating school parking lots like NASCAR pit stops

and kids are rushing to bus stops in the morning and

back to their homes in the afternoon. Distracted driv-

ers, oblivious bicyclists and preoccupied pedestrians

are all over the roadways and sidewalks. Literally.

B. Before heading out for the day’s activities, be

sure to pack your patience and plan your route in

order to avoid school buses and crosswalks that may

cater to kids on their way to school. If you know that

your routine includes a good chance that you may

end up behind a school bus picking up or discharg-

ing passengers, either start out earlier or later so as

not to be pinned behind it. If there are crosswalks

along your normal path of travel that are controlled

by adult crossing guards during the school year, you

have a choice: obey the crossing guard, take that

route at a different time of day or find another route. 

C. Control yourself and your vehicle around school

buses. Flashing yellow lights on a school bus indi-

cate it is preparing to stop to load or unload children.

Motorists should slow down and prepare to stop. Red

flashing lights and extended stop arms indicate that

the bus has stopped and children are getting on and

off. Motorists are required to stop their vehicles and

wait until the red lights stop flashing, the extended

stop sign is withdrawn and the bus begins moving

before they can start driving again. 

D. Don’t allow distractions to take your eyes off

the road. Research shows that taking your eyes off

the road for just two seconds doubles your chances

of crashing. Reduce risk by not using your cell phone

while driving.

E. Every roadway user shares the responsibility to

reduce risk to children on their way to and from

school. Unfortunately, many motorists violate stop

signs in school zones and residential neighborhoods,

either failing to come to a complete stop, rolling

through a stop sign or not slowing down at all. 

As a reminder, here are details of Pennsylvania’s

School Bus Stopping Law.

• Motorists must stop at least 10 feet away from

school buses that have their red lights flashing and

stop arm extended.

• Motorists must stop when they are behind a bus,

meeting a bus or approaching an intersection where

a bus is stopped.

• Motorists following or traveling alongside a

school bus must also stop until the red lights have

stopped flashing, the stop arm is withdrawn, and all

children have reached safety.

• If physical barriers such as grassy medians,

guide rails or concrete median barriers separate

oncoming traffic from the bus, motorists in the

opposing lanes may proceed without stopping.

• Do not proceed until all the children have

reached a place of safety.

More school-age pedestrians are killed from 7 to 8

a.m. and from 3 to 4 p.m. than at any other time of

day. Whether you’re in a school zone or residential

area, drivers should keep their speed low and be pre-

pared to stop quickly for increased vehicle, bicycle

and pedestrian traffic. Following these ABCs of

school zone safe driving suggestions can save lives

and help more kids live to see another summer vaca-

tion.

“...help more kids live to see
another summer vacation...”



HEADLIGHT

RESTORATION

$59.99

AAA Members Only
Limited Time Offer:

September 11-22, 2023

Bill’s Emergency Roadside Service LLC
740 Lancaster Avenue, Reading
Call 610-207-2946 for an appointment. Proof of valid

AAA membership required.

DID YOU KNOW...YOU CAN GET PET INSURANCE FROM AAA?

Things happen. And when they do, you can rest easy knowing AAA Pet Insurance

has you covered! With budget-conscious deductibles and copays, no breed or gender

discrimination and straight-forward coverage, you can enjoy life with your pet know-

ing you’ll have a plan no matter what life brings. AAA.com 610-374-4531



Club
Update

4                                                                                                                                                                                                On The Go

Take the “Lug” Out of Luggage

Save up to 10%

Traveling soon? Avoid long lines, security checks and increasing
baggage fees and get everything you need shipped to your
destination via The UPS Store®. The UPS Store has certified packing
experts who specialize in packing odd, oversized items such as skis,
golf clubs and fishing poles - items travelers would prefer to have
waiting at their destination rather than lugging them around an
airport. The UPS Store also offers a variety of shipping options that
allow travelers to track their luggage to its final destination.

AAA members receive a 15% discount on eligible products and
services and a 5% discount on domestic/international UPS shipping.

Members save up to 10% on near-airport
parking and free online reservations. Luggage
assistance and chilled bottled water provided at
spacious, fully-fenced, well-lit lots. Friendly
shuttles run every 5-7 minutes. Earn free parking
with The Spot Club.

As the nation’s leading near-airport parking
company, The Parking Spot provides full-service
parking at 21 major airports in the U.S.

AAA Members Save More. AAA.com/searchfordiscounts

Aging Parent Forum - Monday, Oct 23 4-7pm
A Resource for Adult Children Dealing with Aging Parents

AAA Reading-Berks is happy to once again host this “drop-in” health fair-styled event intended

specifically for those caring for an elderly parent or relative. Attendees will be able to speak with

professionals offering financial resources, care alternatives, assistive services and connections to

people and programs that can serve them and their loved ones. No appointment required. This

event will be on the lower level of the AAA office at 920 Van Reed Rd, Wyomissing (use side entrance).
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Registration required prior to use. May be

used 24 hours after registration on PA

Turnpike, and 48 hours after registration on

all other toll roads and bridges. Limit one

(1) E-ZPass Go Pak transponder per person.

$44 Purchase

price

E-ZPass users can save
nearly 60% on tolls. 

The most convenient, least

expensive way to travel the

Pennsylvania Turnpike!

$3.95  AAA

Member

$5.95 nonmember

Minimum $20
Maximum $500

Card is issued by Patriot Bank N.A. Member FDIC, pursuant to license by Mastercard International Incorporated.

Card is distributed and serviced by Paysign.Inc. Valid only in the United States.
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Start making plans now to attend America’s #1 rated

Oktoberfest and enjoy the very best of German culture

without leaving the United States. Food, music, German

beverages, German atmosphere…all while enjoying the

biggest family-friendly festival in Berks County. Join us

for five days of fun as we celebrate all things German at

the 2023 Reading Liederkranz Oktoberfest, September

27th through October 1st. It’s open to the public - every-

one is welcome!

Enjoy mouth-watering German food featuring slow-

roasted chicken, served as a half-chicken dinner the

Munich way, perfectly prepared pork sandwiches or din-

ners, goulash, schnitzel, and a variety of locally sourced

fresh bratwurst. You will love our famous homemade

German potato salad, then top it all off with our freshly

made apfelstrudel, baked fresh throughout the five days.

Your stomach will be delighted and think you’re in

Germany.

oktoberfest
2023
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Spaten lager and Oktoberfest are the beverages of

choice…but you will be impressed by our large selection

of imported German beers and wine, served at many

locations throughout the festival. Visit our wine bar and

enjoy a glass of German glühwein, made in-house using

a centuries-old recipe. Stroll the many vendors selling

German-themed items while enjoying the music and

atmosphere of Oktoberfest.

New this year: the Alex Meixner Band will be playing

throughout the day on Saturday. Also featured are Dave

Kline and the Mountain Folk Oktoberfest Band on

Wednesday and Saturday, Mike Surratt & the

Continentals on Thursday, Spitzbaum Band on Friday,

and the Josef Kroboth Band on Sunday. We are also

proud to showcase the talents of our very own Reading

Liederkranz Singers and the G.T.V. Edelweiss

Schuhplattlers.

All events are open to the public, general admission

varies by night for those 21 and up. Ages 20 and under

are FREE! Entrance fees and hours are

highlighted on our website, www.read-

ingliederkranz.com. Ride the free shuttle

buses to the main festival grounds from var-

ious free satellite parking locations. ADA

compliant. For up-to-date Oktoberfest info,

admission, hours of operation, including the

Schedule of Events and where to park, visit

www.readingliederkranz.com. Prost!

www.readingliederkranz.com



Don’t Give Thieves the Keys

Americans put in long hours to afford motor vehicles.

Whether it’s a family minivan hauling kids to school and

parents to work, a zippy motorcycle, or a sporty hot rod

that’s fulfilling a long-awaited retirement dream, that

hard-earned vehicle should never end up in the hands of

thieves.

According to NHTSA, vehicle theft is a multi-billion-dol-

lar industry in the United States, costing vehicle owners

more than $8 billion in 2022 alone. That same year, more

than one million vehicles were stolen in the United States,

accounting for a 25% increase in vehicle theft totals over

the previous few years. Historically, passenger cars made

up more than 74% of all stolen motor vehicles. Estimates

show that approximately one motor vehicle is stolen every

32 seconds. According to the County of Berks website,

auto theft is one of the largest property crimes commit-

ted in Berks.

How can you keep your vehicle safe? Always:

• Park in well-lit areas. 

• Close and lock all windows and doors when you park. 

• Hide your valuables.

• Install cameras/flood lights for parking areas.

• Do not leave your keys in your vehicle.

• Do not leave the area while your vehicle is running.

• Have your vehicle’s VIN etched into all

the windows of your car. Free VIN etching

kits can be obtained from the

Pennsylvania Auto Theft Prevention

Authority. Go to www.watchyourcar.org or

call 1-888-777-ATPA for details. 

• Consider purchasing extra layers of

protection for your vehicle. Systems such

as alarms, GPS tracking or steering wheel

locks can be easily purchased online or in

a store. Check out motorcycle anti-theft

alarms that are triggered by vibration, with an alarm that

will blast up to 113 dB.

What should you do if it happens to you? The first

thing you should do is file a police report, then contact

your insurance company as soon as you realize that

someone has stolen your vehicle. 

Be ready to supply the following information to law

enforcement to make the report: 

• Make, model, year and color of the vehicle.

(Plan ahead for the next two items - keep hard or elec-

tronic copies of your insurance/registration docs)

• The vehicle’s license plate (tag) number.

• The vehicle’s VIN (Vehicle Identification Number). On

a car, van or truck, the VIN can be found on a plate or

sticker on the vehicle’s side door or door jamb. On a

motorcycle, it will be stamped on the right side of the

steering head. The VIN is also hand-written on the vehi-

cle’s inspection sticker. You’ll find the inspection sticker

on the left side of the windshield of a car, van or truck.

On a motorcycle, it can be on the left side (traffic side) of

the front fork or front fender.

• Where and when you last saw your vehicle.

• Distinctive features about your vehicle. Does it have

any add-ons? Identifying scratches or dings? Unique

paint designs?

Your insurance company should be notified within 24

hours of the vehicle theft, or as soon as you’ve filed a

police report. When you make an insurance claim for

your stolen vehicle, you’ll need to provide the same infor-

mation you shared with the police. Your insurer may also

request a list of any valuables that were in your vehicle

as well as a copy of the police report. If you’ve leased or

financed your car, you should provide your bank informa-

tion, as well. 

Comprehensive insurance is an optional coverage on

your auto policy that helps to pay to replace your vehicle

if it’s stolen. Any valuables in your vehicle are most likely

covered by your homeowners policy or renters insurance.

With rental reimbursement coverage, your insurer will

cover some of the cost

of renting a replace-

ment vehicle. Check

your policy for the

maximum coverage

per day and to see

how many days are

covered.

If you leased or

took out a loan on

your vehicle, plan to

tell your financing company so you’re not on the hook to

continue payments. Provide your claim number and have

your lender contact your insurance company directly to

expedite the claims process.

Most insurers have a waiting period - typically 30 days -

before they accept a loss on a stolen vehicle. Victims of car

theft might not get their vehicles back or, if returned, they

might be missing parts. If your vehicle makes it back to you

in driveable condition, have your insurance claims adjuster

inspect it to determine whether it was damaged while it

was out of your custody. As long as your insurance compa-

ny was contacted, you won’t be liable for this damage. 

For more information on motor vehicle theft preven-

tion, visit NHTSA.gov/theft. For additional resources, visit

NICB.org and watchyourcar.org.



Getting Familiar

Dear Ask Ed,

I recently learned the importance of familiarizing

myself with the controls of a rental car before I

drive it. Our senior driver safety class instructor said

that we need to locate the switches for the wipers

and headlights and other important controls before

we need them so that we aren’t groping for them

and driving distracted. Are these locations not stan-

dardized? Thanks for your help.

Stefanie M.

Thanks for writing in, Stefanie. 

A good driver will develop certain safety habits that

will serve him or her well, including taking the time to

become familiar with the vehicle controls of a borrowed,

rented or new car. Knowing where a certain knob or

switch is located before that safety device is needed will

avoid the necessity of taking one’s eyes off the road to

search for it. Did you know that, for every two seconds

your eyes are off the road, you are twice as likely to

crash? Safety first!

Ignition Switch

This switch can usually be located on the right side of

the steering column or on the dashboard. Except if you’re

driving a Saab, where the lock and ignition switch is on

the transmission hump between the front seats. Another

exception is the Ford Thunderbird model years 1955-

1963, where the engineers chose to put the ignition

switch to the left of the steering column - not very com-

fortable for right-handed drivers.

It is interesting to note that the National Highway

Safety Bureau got involved with the placement of vehicle

ignition switches in the late 1960s because they viewed

the ignition lock as a vehicle anti-theft device. 

Headlight Controls

The on/off switch for a vehicle’s headlamps (the cor-

rect term) may be located on the left side of the instru-

ment panel, on the same lever as the turn indicator or on

a separate lever. 

The high/low switch (also called the dimmer switch) is

typically found to the left of the steering column and is

often the same lever that operates the turn signals.

Headlamps have certainly undergone some fascinating

transformations. The earliest version was a kerosene

lamp, which was replaced by acetylene gas headlamps.

1908 saw the first carbon-based headlamps to run on

battery power. Three years later electric headlamps

became the industry standard. No handy switches for

these devices! Someone had to get out of the car and

light (like a candle) or activate the lights by hand.

Nostalgia lovers: Remember when the dimmer switch

was on the floor?

Wiper Controls

You will typically find the windshield wiper switch

located on a lever extending from the steering column.

The first “window cleaning device” for cars was hand-

operated - better than nothing, but not much. 

When driving an unfamiliar vehicle, knowing where

the wiper controls are before you need them is very

important. Don’t wait until you are driving into a rain

storm or are being overtaken by a large truck that throws

slush and mud onto your windshield to wonder how to

turn on the wipers to regain visibility.

Fuel Door Release

Vehicle engineers are mandated to place the fuel filler

neck opening at the widest part of the vehicle, opposite

the exhaust system, and away from crumple zones. 

While foreknowledge of the location of the fuel door

isn’t essential while driving, you might want to know

which side of the vehicle it is on before you pull up to

the pump. Hint: Look for a little arrow that points to the

right or the left aside the gas icon on the vehicle’s dash-

board. It is pointing to the side where the fuel door is

located.

If the vehicle’s fuel door doesn’t open by pressing on

it, you will need to locate the release device. The release

lever or button may be on the floor to the left of the dri-

ver’s seat, in the center console or in the glove box. It

could also be located on the driver’s door panel.  

The fuel cap can be hidden on older vehicles - even

under the license plate or inside the tail light.

While it would certainly be handy to have standard-

ized control placement, vehicle designers often look to

aesthetics rather than function for vehicles while obeying

government safety/economy regulations.

Thanks for writing in. Happy motoring!

Ed

Contact Ask Ed with your automotive questions:

AskEd@aaardgberks.com or write to Ask Ed, AAA, 920

Van Reed Road, Wyomissing, PA 19610.
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New Requirements for Visiting EU Countries

Beginning in 2024, travelers who
currently do not need a visa to visit EU
member countries will be required to
register with the European Travel
Information and Authorization System
in order to enter the European Union. 

According to etias.com, the ETIAS
“will check the security credentials and
charge a fee to travelers visiting EU
member countries for business,
tourism, medical or transit purposes.” 

Designed as an extra layer of border
security, travelers to the EU must apply
online for what the website calls a
“visa-waiver” - a travel authorization

for travelers not required to obtain a
visa to visit Europe. Subject countries
include the U.S., Mexico and Canada.
Persons who have dual citizenship and
have valid passports to EU/ETIAS-eligi-
ble countries will not need an ETIAS as
long as they enter and exit Europe by
way of their valid EU passport.

Once approved, the ETIAS allows
for entry and travel within the EU for
up to 90 days within a 180-day period
and is valid for three years from the
date of issue OR until the date your
travel documents expire. The cost of
the ETIAS is £7 (might be charged in

Schedule your appointment
with a TSA PreCheckTM

agent at AAA! $78 per participant

PLEASE NOTE: WALK-INS MAY NOT BE ABLE

TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY!

BE SURE! BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT 

See instructions below

Monday, Sept 25 - Friday, Sept 29
Appointments available from 9am to 12pm and 1pm to 5pm

AAA Reading-Berks
920 Van Reed Road, Wyomissing

(lower level, use side entrance)

Visit AAA.com/TSA for more information or enroll at universalenroll.dhs.gov
After August 28, click on START APPLICATION NOW then click on NEW ENROLLMENT for first-time applicants, or RENEWAL if with-

in 6 months of expiration. STEPS 1-3: Enter information in required areas. STEP 4 OF 4: Enter WYOMISSING, PA and select the coor-

dinating AAA Pop-Up Event. Once “selected” move to bottom of page and click NEXT to create an Appointment (Time/Date). Good

for 5 years. Have questions or need help setting up an appointment? Call 855-347-8371 (8am-10pm EST, Monday-Friday) *Cruise or

Tour must be seven (7) nights or longer. Minimum per person rate of $3,000. Incentives good toward new bookings 9/25/23-

10/15/23.

AAA Travel Incentive
Book a Cruise or Tour with 

AAA Reading-Berks and get your TSA
fee credited toward your trip. 

Restrictions apply.*

AAA Membership Incentive
Purchase a new AAA membership and
we’ll waive the entrance fee PLUS you

get a $5 WaWa card.

AAA Insurance Incentive
Get your insurance quote, get a gift from

AAA Insurance. While supplies last.

euros) for individuals from 18 to 70
years of age. The online form (not yet
activated) will require the following
information: personal data, passport/
travel document information, where
the traveler will be entering the EU,
health questions, and criminal record. 

Most applications should receive an
answer within minutes of applying
online. However, there could be delays
in processing if additional information
is required. Applications that are not
approved will note the reason for the
denial and can be appealed.

Learn more at etias.com.

LAST ONE FOR 2023!
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hurricanes is relatively minor, as most veer back out to sea

before reaching the city.

• Fall: Fall is one of the best times to visit New York City,

though it is a bit chilly, with an average temperature of 56.8

degrees Fahrenheit.

• Winter: While major snowstorms like Nor’easters are

rare, New York City does see some snowfall each year,

although snowfall totals have dropped significantly over the

past few years. The average winter temperature is 33

degrees Fahrenheit.

New York City Boroughs

New York City is spread over 302 square miles and three

principal islands (Manhattan Island, Long Island and Staten

Island), plus several smaller islands. The city is split into five

separate boroughs, which are essentially mini cities within

New York City itself. Each borough offers its own unique

character and attractions for tourists.

The Bronx is the northernmost borough, and it’s home

to the New York Yankees and considered the birthplace of

rap and hip hop. While it was one of the poorest and most

crime-ridden boroughs in New York during the 20th centu-

ry, it has emerged as a trendy and ethnically diverse cultur-

al hotspot. Most tourists don’t make it to the Bronx, but if

they do, they check out the following attractions: Yankee

Stadium, Bronx Zoo, New York Botanical Garden, Pelham

Bay Park, Woodlawn Cemetery, Little Italy, Universal Hip

Hop Museum.

Brooklyn, located at the western tip of Long Island, is

the most populous borough. Its distinctive brownstones are

iconic in movies set in New York, and it’s a melting pot of

cultures, languages and ethnicities. The borough is known

for its independent art scene, delicious pizza and gorgeous

Manhattan skyline views. Popular Brooklyn attractions

include: Brooklyn Bridge, Brooklyn Botanic Garden,

Prospect Park, Coney Island, New York Aquarium.

Manhattan is geographically the smallest borough, but

it’s also the most densely populated. When someone thinks

of New York City, this is most likely the area they think of

No matter what you’re into — sports, art, music, history,

business, culture, parks — you’ll find it in New York City,

making it one of America’s top travel destinations. It has

plenty to do that will entertain everyone from your toddler to

your grandmother, but that can make prioritizing what to

see when you visit a challenge.

AAA has been helping members plan trips to the Big

Apple for decades, and we’ve compiled all our knowledge

into this New York travel guide. Read on to learn everything

you need to plan an unforgettable trip.

First, let’s cover the basics of New York City.

Time Zone: Eastern Standard Time

Language: English

Currency: American dollar

Budget: New York City is the most expensive city in the

United States, with Manhattan having a cost of living index

that’s 237.8% higher than the national average. That means

you’ll need to budget more carefully for your trip than if you

were traveling to another city.

The average daily travel cost per person per day for New

York City is $317. You can expect to spend the following

each day:

• $165 for your hotel

• $50 for food

• $102 for entertainment, transportation, tipping, etc.

This cost varies greatly depending on: 

• Where you stay 

• Where you eat

• How you get around

• What types of attractions you visit

Weather: New York City is located in New England on

the Eastern Seaboard. The weather is relatively temperate,

with lots of sunshine throughout the year. 

• Spring: Temperatures range from cool to warm, averag-

ing 50.3 degrees Fahrenheit, with occasional light rain.

• Summer: Summers tend to be hot and humid, especial-

ly in late summer. The average temperature is 73.6 degrees

Fahrenheit. While the city is on the East Coast, the threat of

travel guide to
nyc
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since it’s the cultural, entertainment, administrative and

financial center of New York City. Located on Manhattan

Island, visitors weave between skyscrapers and visit the

hundreds of attractions on the island, including: Empire

State Building, Statue of Liberty, Times Square, Metropolitan

Museum of Art (The Met), 9/11 Memorial & Museum,

Central Park, Rockefeller Center, St. Patrick’s Cathedral,

Grand Central Station.

Queens is the geographically largest borough and the

most ethnically diverse county in the United States. Home

to both of the major New York City airports (LaGuardia and

JFK International), Queens is located on Long Island directly

south of the Bronx and north of Brooklyn. It’s home to the

New York Mets baseball team, Rockaway Beach (made

famous by the Ramones) and the U.S. Open. Other famous

Queens attractions include: Citi Field, Flushing Meadows

Corona Park, Museum of the Moving Image, New York Hall

of Science, MoMA PS1, Astoria Park.

Staten Island is the farthest southwestern borough,

known for its expansive green space and museums. Since

the subway system isn’t connected to Staten Island, you

can only access the area via bridges from Brooklyn or New

Jersey or a ferry. However, once you’re there, you can take

buses or the island’s own subway system. Staten Island

doesn’t have as many attractions as the other boroughs, but

you might consider adding the following attractions to your

New York itinerary: Staten Island Ferry, Staten Island

Greenbelt, Staten Island Children’s Museum, Fort

Wadsworth, National Lighthouse Museum.

How To Get Around NYC

Getting around New York City can be overwhelming for

tourists, but fortunately the city is laid out in a distinct grid

pattern. Once you master the grid, you can pretty much get

anywhere, especially with New York’s expansive public

transportation system. No matter where you go in New

York, traffic is a problem, so avoid traveling on the road if

you can. If you plan on riding public transportation, down-

load the MYmta app for the latest delays, schedules and

maps.

Walking is a great way to get around New York City,

especially in Manhattan. The other boroughs aren’t as walk-

able since points of interest are more spread out.

The New York Subway should be your main form of

travel during your stay, especially if you’re moving between

boroughs. The system operates 24/7/365 and can get you to

most points of interest in the city (except to Staten Island

from any of the other boroughs). You’ll need a MetroCard,

which you can purchase at any station. Each ride is $2.75.

Buses also cost $2.75 per ride and you can pay with

your MetroCard. Most buses run 24 hours a day, but check

the schedule to ensure the bus you need runs at night. The

buses are normally on time, but New York City traffic means

they may be delayed. In some areas, walking may actually

be the faster option.

Ferries aren’t just in Seattle — New York has several that

move between boroughs. The most popular is the Staten

Island Ferry, which is free and a great way to get photos of

the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. Each ferry ride is $4

per adult for a one-way ticket or $27.50 for a 10-trip pass.;

senior citizens and persons with disabilities pay $1.35. 

Rideshares and taxis are also popular in New York City,

especially to get to places the subway can’t. However, they

are often slower than other forms of transportation since

you’re likely to get caught in traffic. They’re also the most

expensive transportation option.

Bikes are a fun way to explore parks and residential

areas in New York. (Riding a bike in Times Square is possi-

ble, but it can be dangerous if you aren’t used to heavy

traffic.) You can rent a bike through the Citi Bike system

and get a 30-minute rental for $4.49 or 24 hours for $19.

Car rentals are not suggested due to heavy traffic con-

gestion, sometimes narrow streets and New York’s famously

intense drivers. Plus, public transportation will be cheaper

and faster. However, if you plan on leaving the city limits,

you can rent a car for about $45 per day.

The Big Apple has so much to offer it will take two issues

of On The Go to cover it all. Coming up in the Nov/Dec

issue: Top 5 Best Places to Stay in NYC, Top 5 Things to Do

in NYC, Top 5 Best Places to Eat in New York, and Best

Time to Visit NYC.
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*Some batteries may be special order.
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Ford Warns of SUV Fire Risk

Ford is warning owners of more

than 140,000 Lincoln MKC SUVs to

park outside because they can burst

into flames, even when the engine is

not running. Ford says a short-circuit

in the 12-volt battery monitor sensor

can overheat and spark a fire while

the vehicle is in motion or parked.

According to the automaker, there

have been 19 reports of fires that may

be related to the problem. The compa-

ny is recalling certain Lincoln MKC

SUVs from 2015 to 2019. 

Owners of affected vehicles have

been receiving mailed notifications

from Ford that began June 26, 2023.

The notifications include instructions

to take the vehicle to a dealership for

repairs where a fuse will be added to

the battery monitor sensor power cir-

cuit. The letter goes on to advise that

the MKC be parked out of doors until

the repairs can be arranged.

According to the Michigan auto

maker, the MKC’s battery monitor sen-

sor located under the hood is suscep-

tible to damage when repairs are

made to the battery or other electrical

parts. The resulting short circuit can

overheat nearby flammable materials. 

Ford first became aware of the

issue in March 2023 when the compa-

ny received reports of under-the-hood

fires in vehicles in China and North

America, according to the National

Highway Safety Administration

(NHTSA). Eleven of those incidents

occurred in the U.S., seven in China,

and one in Canada. No injuries have

been reported as a result of the issue.

You can read more on NHTSA’s site

nhtsa.gov/press-releases/lincoln-mkc-

park-outside-

recall-fire-risk.

Customers

who are not

able to park

their affected

vehicle outside

should contact a local Lincoln dealer

or Ford’s Customer Service Center at

833-807-3673 for further assistance.

Premier
The benefits of Classic and Plus with 
the addition of enhanced coverages 
and exclusive benefits

Plus
Increased road service 
coverage and more

Classic
Less than $5/month

Premier RV 
The ultimate in personalized service

Plus RV 
For when you’re out with your recreational 
vehicles

www.AAA.com • 610-374-4531

920 Van Reed Rd Wyomissing



& Diversions

16                                                                                                                                                                                              On The Go

Destinations

Conversations with a AAA Travel Agent: Visiting U.S. National Parks

For those really looking to discon-

nect, consider visiting Stehekin in

North Cascades National Park in

Washington. This lake community is

only accessible by boat, foot, or float-

plane. Visitors can camp or stay at the

Lodge at Stehekin, which offers beauti-

ful rooms or private cabins.

Another lesser known, off the beaten

path National Park is Great Basin

National Park in Nevada. Here you will

find an array of activities from hiking,

bird watching, fishing, and star gazing.

The park is home to Lehman Caves

where you can take tours to view the

stalagmites and stalactites. Great Basin

also offers a number of astronomy

events throughout the year.

What’s your advice for families

visiting National Parks with kids?

Investigate the Junior Ranger pro-

gram for the park you are planning to

visit. Many have programs designed to

enrich children's experiences and kids

can even earn patches and badges

when completing tasks inside the park!

Also, purchase a National Parks pass-

port for your child to have stamped

when traveling to the National Parks,

especially if you have more than one

park on your planned itinerary.

Another thing to consider: if you’re

bringing snacks, be sure you have a

way to pack your trash after you’re

done eating. When walking on trails,

garbage cans are not always readily

available, so you may have to carry

wrappers and other trash with you until

you leave the park.

Where should people stay when

they visit National Parks?

While it is the most expensive

option, I recommend visitors stay inside

the National Parks. It will save you time

and maximize your visit. People often

There seems to be an uptick in

travel to National Parks. Why the

spike in interest?

It does seem that more people are

flocking to our National Parks. As a

AAA travel agent, I often hear people

say they travel to unplug and unwind,

and our National Parks offer those

opportunities. Many travelers tell me

they want domestic vacations that

offer breathtaking views. Young people

love showcasing the stunning scenery

on social media, like Insta and TikTok.

With several National Park Pass

Discount Programs offering free or dis-

counted entrance fees, as well as

many of the reservation systems going

away, visiting these national treasures

is becoming easier.

Which parks are most popular?

In the western U.S., Yellowstone in

Wyoming and Yosemite in California

are two of the most popular. Yosemite

attracts many domestic and interna-

tional visitors. Both parks offer iconic

scenery, from the majestic Half Dome

and waterfalls in Yosemite to Old

Faithful and bison in Yellowstone.

In the eastern U.S., Acadia National

Park in Maine is popular and one of

the spots where you’ll be the first to

see the sun rise in the east! Great

Smoky Mountains National Park along

the North Carolina/Tennessee border

offers some of the best fall colors and

a portion of the Appalachian Trail.

What are some lesser-known

National Parks for travelers who

want to avoid big crowds?

North Cascades National Park in

Washington is a beautiful, rugged park

for those looking to get away from it

all. It offers hiking and biking trails and

opportunities for mountaineering and

horseback riding.

only think about the distance from a

hotel to the park entrance, but traffic is

an issue as well. Lots of visitors trying

to get in on the same day will cause

your commute time to really increase.

If staying inside the park is not an

option, consider staying in an area that

is not considered the main entrance of

the park itself. 

Most families travel during the

summer because kids are off from

school. But what are some other

good times of the year to visit

National Parks?

Autumn is a lovely time to visit

Acadia in Maine, Glacier in Montana,

Cuyahoga Valley in Ohio, and

Shenandoah in Virginia for cooler

weather plus fall foliage. Winter is a

great time for visitors interested in ski-

ing and snowshoeing up north and for

those looking for milder temperatures

in the parks in the south.

Which Park is your favorite?

My favorite National Park is

Yosemite, especially in the fall when

the trees are beginning to turn.

Yosemite offers so many incredible

views, from the tunnel view as you first

enter the park to Glacier Point, giving

unparalleled views of Half Dome, a

massive rock formation. We enjoy the

trails that go out to Mirror Lake or the

Mist Trail that takes you right next to

Vernal Falls. We love the views of the

Merced River and Phono Bridge,

which reminds me of a bridge in a

fairytale - and you half expect a troll to

be living under it! Another great place

to get views of Half Dome is from

Stoneman Meadow - a visit close to

sunset can make for some stunning

photographs!

Plan your national park adventure

after visiting www.nps.gov.



Dealing With Flight Delays/Cancelations

By show of hands, how many of you

have had the unfortunate experience

of having a flight delayed or canceled?

This year, thousands of flights

across the country have been affected

by severe weather and staffing short-

ages. While the delay is out of your

control (and sometimes out of the

control of the airline), AAA recom-

mends preparation, not panic.

Our data shows that air travel is

seeing a big spike despite high ticket

prices. Many airlines are responding

to demand by hiring more staff, trim-

ming schedules, and taking smaller

regional planes out of service and

replacing them with larger ones to

increase capacity. However, there

are still challenges, including a

shortage of air traffic controllers,

that has led to reduced service in

and out of certain airports. 

Oh no!

In situations where the weather

caused a flight delay or cancelation,

airlines will typically rebook you on

flights that are available but are not

required to do much more. 

Regardless of the cause of the

delay or cancelation, reach out to the

airline on social media. Agents are

responsive on Twitter and Facebook

and wait times for help can be shorter.

Check your airline’s website or

download its app to stay up-to-date

on your flight status, including one last

time right before leaving for the air-

port. If your flight is canceled, most air-

lines will rebook you on another flight

on the same carrier to your destination

at no additional charge, but the new

date could be the next day or even

later. 

Another great reason to check the

airline’s website - some automatically

rebook passengers on a flight affected

by a delay or cancelation. 

If you find a flight on another airline,

ask the first airline if it will endorse

your ticket to the new carrier, but keep

in mind that there is no federal rule

requiring them to do this.

Airlines will often issue travel

waivers ahead of anticipated bad

weather or if they expect to be over-

whelmed. If this affects your travel

plans, consider if you really need to

travel on the specific dates you

booked. You can usually reschedule

flights to depart or arrive a few days

earlier or later and avoid paying fare

differences. As long as your destina-

tion remains the same, this can be a

helpful way to get a nonstop or more

timely flight.

While You Wait

Each airline has its own policy

about what it will do for delayed pas-

sengers waiting at the airport; there

are no federal requirements when

delays are beyond the airline’s control.

Some low-cost airlines don’t pro-

vide any amenities to stranded pas-

sengers. Others only offer amenities if

the delay is the airline’s fault but not if

the bad weather is to blame. 

Final Thoughts

Consider a nonstop flight. It might

cost more, but it can be worth it. 

Before you head for the airport,

write down the flight numbers and

times of flights you could alternatively

take to get where you need to go. In

this case, don’t only consider nonstop

flights; search flights with connections,

including ones in different regions of

the country where weather is likely dif-

ferent. Also consider nearby airports

that may be a short car ride away from

your desired destination.

It is always a good practice to

include all medications, snacks, and a

change of clothes in a carry-on just in

case your flight is canceled after

you’ve already checked your baggage.

Time of day matters. Three good

reasons for opting for a flight earlier in

the day: 1) weather events are more

common in the afternoon; 2) aircraft

scheduled to depart first-thing in the

morning are likely already parked at

the airport, so you don’t have to worry

about the plane you’re sched-

uled to fly on not arriving; 3)

you have more options to fix

problems throughout the day.  

Work with a knowledgeable

travel advisor when booking

your trip. They’ll serve as your

advocate in case your flight is

delayed or canceled and can

help with any last-minute travel

plans.

Consider flight travel insurance but

read the fine print to understand what

it covers.

Know your rights as an air passen-

ger and review your airline’s contract

of carriage. By law, travelers are enti-

tled to a refund when an airline can-

cels their flight. Learn more from the

U.S. Dept of Transportation’s website

www.transportation.gov/individuals/

aviation-consumer-protection/refunds

and transportation.gov/airconsumer/

fly-rights#Delayed-and-Cancelled-

Flights. 

If travelers encounter a problem that

cannot be resolved by their airline,

they may wish to file a complaint with

the U.S. Department of Transportation

at transportation.gov/airconsumer/file-

consumer-complaint.  
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Drivers desiring faster commutes

might view a higher speed limit as a

boon, but is it always the safest

choice? And what about the safety

needs of pedestrians, cyclists, and

others? A new study by the AAA

Foundation for Traffic Safety finds

that raising posted speed limits may

do little to save time or affect traffic

flow but could lead to more crashes,

injuries, and deaths.

The AAA Foundation’s research

results varied across all 12 roadway

sites examined. All had new posted

speed limits — six raised and six

lowered — and included various

road types. Raising posted speed

limits was associated with increased

crashes on two interstate highways.

At the same time, the study also

found that lowering posted speed

limits led to fewer crashes in many

cases examined. But the likelihood

of speed limit violations increased

after lowering posted speed limits,

suggesting the need for better public

awareness education tied to these

changes. AAA urges transportation

officials to apply a “holistic”

approach when setting or changing

posted speed limits and prioritize

safety over speed and capacity.

"Our study analyzed before-and-

after data on a dozen roadways that

raised or lowered posted speed limits

and found no one-size-fits-all answer

regarding the impact of these

changes," said Dr. David Yang, presi-

dent and executive director of the

AAA Foundation. "However, it is criti-

cal to consider the safety implications

when local transportation authorities

contemplate making changes with

posted speed limits.”

Speeding is a critical factor in vehi-

cle crashes across the nation.

According to the National Highway

Traffic Safety Administration

(NHTSA), there were more than

42,000 traffic deaths in 2021 and

again in 2022, the highest levels in 16

years. NHTSA reports that speeding

was a factor in nearly 29% of the

fatalities in 2021 and 27% in 2022.

Key Findings

The Foundation study found:

• Raising posted speed limits was

associated with increased crash fre-

quencies and rates for two of the

three Interstate Highways examined.

• Lowering posted speed limits

was associated with decreased crash

frequencies and rates for one of the

two principal arterials examined. 

• Changes in travel times were

small in response to both raised and

lowered speed limits.

AAA recommends that changes in

posted speed limits should consider a

range of factors, including but not lim-

ited to the type of road, surrounding

land use, and historical crash data.

AAA supports automated speed

enforcement, but programs must be

carefully implemented to maintain

community support, prioritize equity

and consistently drive improved safety. 

“The movement in state houses to

raise speed limits is happening

across the country in at least eight

states this year,” said Jennifer Ryan,

director of state relations for AAA.

“But the benefits are overrated, and

the risks are understated. Increasing

speed limits does not always yield

the positive results envisioned by

traffic planners.” 

This study is the third phase of

the AAA Foundation research exam-

ining the effect of posted speed limit

changes on safety. In the

Foundation’s first study, traffic engi-

neers were asked how posted speed

limits are set and what factors they

consider in changing them. In the

second phase, crash testing revealed

that small speed increases have

severe and potentially deadly effects

on crash outcomes.

You can access this and other

AAA Foundation studies by visiting

newsroom.AAA.com and aaafounda-

tion.org.

Prioritize Safety Before Raising Limits
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AAA Achievement Recognition

AAA is best known for our roadside assistance, but

did you know that we’ve also been in the insurance

business for more than 100 years? Be it auto, home,

renters or even pet insurance, service is in our veins and

it shows. More than 17 million AAA members in the U.S.

have insurance policies with us, and we’re frequently

recognized as a top insurance service provider. And

we’re the only insurance company that offers an exclu-

sive discount to our members combined with a personal

insurance review. No other insurance agent/company in

Berks County offers AAA

Insurance.

Recently, one of our own

AAA Insurance agents

received a coveted industry

accolade - CSAA Insurance

Sales 2023 Achiever Award,

sponsored by CSAA Insurance

Group. The prize? A well-

deserved trip to Hawaii for

some rest and relaxation.

Bobbi Martin was selected from a field of hundreds of

fellow AAA Insurance agents from across the country

and was one of 80 agents to receive the honor this year.

“We were given a goal to achieve. Thanks to our cus-

tomers, we achieved that goal,” said Ms. Martin. “‘Thank

you’ to our members for your business,” she added.

William Benonis, Director of Insurance Services, said,

“Recognition like this is really important. Exceeding the

standard performance requirements of the insurance

company is a solid sign of commitment.” 

Benonis went on to say, “I like to call this

the Bobbi Martin Success Story. Bobbie takes

the time to be sure her customers get the

best we have to offer.

“Success can be measured in many ways.

Bobbi Martin and AAA/CSAA Insurance start

everything with the member loyalty our cus-

tomers have come to expect at AAA

Reading-Berks. Our agency prides itself on

providing expertise with a flair for casual pro-

fessionalism.” 



On The
Road
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When drivers load an electric

pickup with heavy cargo, they make

the vehicle work harder, significantly

reducing the truck's range. But by

how much? AAA Automotive

Engineering researchers recently

tested the Ford F-150 Lightning, the

electric version of the iconic best-

selling American pickup, to deter-

mine the impact of payload on the

range. When loaded with 1,400

pounds of sandbags, 110 pounds

shy of its maximum capacity, the

Lightning's range dropped from 278

miles to 210 miles, a reduction of

24.5%.

"Our testing revealed a significant

range reduction, but it's important

to note that the Lightning was

loaded to near its maximum capaci-

ty," said Greg Brannon, director of

AAA Automotive Engineering. "Most

buyers will likely use their Lightning

with a lighter load, resulting in a

much smaller range reduction."

It's also important to remember

that the driving range of all vehicles,

whether gas-powered or electric, is

affected by weight. And as battery

technology continues to improve, EV

range will likely increase. The Ford

Lightning's range is less than its

gas-burning cousin, which may get

over 500 miles per tank unloaded.

Buyers concerned about EV range

should consider the driving they will

be doing and choose the right vehi-

cle for their needs. The difference,

for now, is that it is easier to gas

and go than stop and charge. 

In general, heavier payloads will

reduce the range of an EV. This is

because the extra weight requires

more energy to move. The type of

driving also plays a role. Highway

EVs: The Heavier the Load, the Shorter the Trip

driving, which typically involves high-

er speeds and less regenerative brak-

ing, will further reduce range. Unlike

gas-powered vehicles, which perform

more efficiently at highway speeds,

EVs thrive in urban driving conditions

due to regenerative braking from

more frequent stops. Regenerative

brakes capture the energy from brak-

ing and convert it into the electrical

power that charges the vehicle's

high-voltage battery. This electricity

can then be stored in the car's bat-

tery or power other electrical compo-

nents. 

In the case of battery electric pick-

ups used as work vehicles, perma-

nent loads (such as equipment

racks, toolboxes, and equipment

trays built into the vehicle) will

reduce the range at all times, even

without additional cargo.

Maximum payload varies by trim.

Ford lists maximum payload as 2,235

lbs with the standard battery and

1,952 lbs with the extended range

battery, but these are for the “Pro”

trim. Maximum payload also varies

based on accessories and configura-

tion. The important number is the

gross vehicle weight

rating (GVWR), which

is the maximum weight

of the vehicle, includ-

ing everything

attached, inside the

cab, inside the bed,

etc. The vehicle AAA

tested was the

Platinum trim, which

has a GVWR of 8,550

lbs. The total weight

for the loaded test was

8,440 lbs, 110 lbs shy

of the GVWR.Electric pickup drivers beware: AA testing reveals that

heavy cargo can cut your range by 25%. 



September-October                                                                                                                                                                                21Renew Your Membership at AAA.com

Rockin’ the
Solar Eclipse in
Cleveland, OH
April 6-9, 2024  $1,419* pp
Music Box Supper Club, Wade
Memorial Chapel, President
Garfield Tomb and Monument,
Lakeview Cemetery, Lady
Caroline Dinner Cruise, Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame, Great
Lakes Science Center, Eclipse
Viewing, Sweeties Candies,
Pro Football Hall of Fame and
New Village, International
Women’s Air and Space
Museum

Kentucky
Mountains,
Moonshine &
Music
April 7-11, 2024 
$1,519* pp db occ
Includes a Solar Eclipse Event!
Mountain Arts Center, Webb’s
Grocery & Loretta Lynn’s
Homeplace, Van Lear Coal
Mining Museum, Moonshine
Hideaway Tour, Mountain
Moving Overlook, U.S. 23
Country Music Highway
Museum, Performance at the
Appalachian Center for the
Arts, Hatfield & McCoy Tour

Springtime in
the Finger
Lakes
Weekend
Getaway
May 3-5, 2024  
$1,269* pp dbl occ
Winery Visits: Silver Springs
Winery, Hazlitt 1852 Vineyards,
Magnus Ridge Winery, Knapp
Winery, Fulkerson Winery,
Ventosa Vineyards. Plus
Seneca Legacy Lunch Cruise,
Windmill Farm & Craft Market,
Muranda Cheese Company,
New York Kitchen,
Taughannock Falls Overlook.

Dolphin
Watching in
Atlantic City
Saturday, May 11, 2024  
$249* adult, $229* child (5-12)
Board the Cruisn1 at Historic
Gardner’s Basin, then head
into the open ocean in search
of marine life. Plus time to
grab a bite to eat, shop, try
your luck at the casino, dip
your toes in the ocean or relax
in the ocean breeze.

Blue Angels in
Annapolis, MD
Wednesday, May 22, 2024
$249* pp
Morning arrival to enjoy and
explore the waterfront. Two
hour afternoon cruise includ-
ing opportunities to view the
Blue Angels as they perform
overhead. Plus independent
time to explore Annapolis’ 18th
century buildings.

Enchanting
Long Island
June 18-21, 2024  $1,409* pp
Gold Coast Mansion Tour, Sag
Harbor Tour, Sag Harbor
Whaling Museum, North Fork
Tour of Long Island, Vineyard
Visit for Wine Tasting, The
Hamptons Tour, Montauk Point
Lighthouse, Old Westbury
Gardens, High Tea Luncheon

*Rates are pp based on a minimum number of passengers (10). Subject to availability at time of booking and includes taxes, fees and fuel surcharges which are subject to change. These
getaways are arranged in connection with AAA Central Penn. 5:30AM Motorcoach departs from Penn Cinema, 541 Airport Rd Lititiz; 6:30AM Motorcoach departs from AAA Central
Penn, 2301 Paxton Church Road, Harrisburg.

What will you
Discover?

920 Van Reed Road AAA.com/travel

Wyomissing 610-374-5600



PA Christmas & Gift
Show PA Farm Show Complex
November 30, 2023  $62* pp
• Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation
• All Taxes & Driver Gratuities
• Admission Ticket to Show
*Full payment due upon confirmation of reserva-
tion.

A Christmas Carol
Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre
December 13, 2023  $129* pp
• Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation
• Matinee Show Ticket
• Lunch from Salad to Dessert
• All Taxes & Driver Gratuities
• AAA Escort
*Full payment due upon confirmation of reserva-
tion.

Holiday New York 
Day Trip
December 16, 2023  $73* pp
• Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation
• All Taxes & Driver Gratuities
• Snacks on the Motorcoach
*Full payment due upon confirmation of reserva-
tion.

Guys and Dolls
Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre
September 6, 2023  $129* pp
• Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation
• Matinee Show Ticket
• Lunch from Salad to Dessert
• All Taxes and Driver Gratuities
• AAA Escort   
*Full payment due upon confirmation of reserva-
tion.

Paris & Normandy
7-nt cruise roundtrip from Paris
September 12-19, 2024  fares from $4,349*pp
Ask about optional land package inclusions!
Aboard the AmaLyra: Les Andelys, Le Havre,
Caudebec-en-Caux, Rouen, Vernon. 

*Based on dbl occ, pp, Category E stateroom. Upgrades, airfares, port charges, optional
land programs, visas, and gratuities are additional. Other restrictions may apply.

Let’s Go! With
Rose Fisher

For more information or to book these getaways, 
contact Rose Fisher, 610.374.5600 x 7938 or 
rfisher@aaardgberks.com.

MOTORCOACH GETAWAYS AND MORE!
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AAA Takes You There

Enticing Douro
7-nt cruise round-trip from Porto, Portugal
AmaWaterways AmaDouro

April 13-20, 2024  from $3,649 cruise only, pp* 
Entre-os-Rios, Régua, Pinhão, Vega de Terrón,
Barca d’Alva, Porto. 
*Rate is cruise only, based on dbl occ, for Category E Stateroom. Upgrades,

optional land programs, port charges, airfares, visas, and gratuities are addi-

tional. Subject to availability, add’l restrictions and conditions may apply. 

Alaska Connoisseur
Cruise Tour Royal Princess

May 20-June 1, 2024  from $3,019 pp* 
Escorted by Tour Director on land. Tundra
Wilderness Tour in Denali National Park, Hotel
Captain Cook (Anchorage), Mt. McKinley Princess
Wilderness Lodge, Denali Princess Wilderness
Lodge, Whittier, Hubbard Glacier Scenic Cruising,
Glacier Bay Scenic Cruising, Icy Strait Point,
Juneau, Ketchikan.
*Rate is based on dbl occ, for Category IB Interior Stateroom. Taxes/gov’t

fees additional and subject to change. Subject to availability, additional

restrictions and conditions apply.  

Canyon Country
May 10-17, 2024  $3,599 pp* 
Scottsdale, Kaibab National Forest, Grand Canyon,
Rafting on Horseshoe Bend, Lake Powell Cruise,
Bryce Canyon National Park, Zion National Park. 
*Rate is per person, based on dbl occ and includes round trip air from PHL,

air taxes and fees/surcharges, hotel transfers. Subject to availability, additional

restrictions and conditions may apply.  

Spotlight on Tuscany
May 22-30, 2024  $3,899 pp* 
Montecatini Terme, Lucca, Gothic Line, Winery
Tour, Florence, Choice on Tour, Pisa, Cooking
Class, Cheese Farm, San Gimignano. 
*Rate is per person, based on dbl occ and includes round trip air from PHL,

air taxes and fees/surcharges, hotel transfers. Subject to availability, additional

restrictions and conditions may apply. 

The Irish Pub Tour
June 12-20, 2024  $2,997 land only, pp* 
Blarney Castle, Cliffs of Moher, Guinness
Storehouse Tour, Irish Whiskey Museum (CIE
Tours Exclusive), Celtic Whiskey Bar in Killarney,
Marine Bar in Dungarvan (CIE Tours Exclusive),
Storytelling at O’Connors Pub (CIE Tours
Exclusive), Beer Tasting in Kilkenny, Sean’s Bar in
Athlone, Dingle Peninsula, Sheepdog
Demonstration. Fully inclusive guided vacation. 
*Rate is per person, land only, based on dbl occ. Subject to availability, addi-

tional restrictions and conditions may apply. 

Canada/New England
Cruise RCI’s Liberty of the Seas

Aug 29-Sept 7, 2024  from $689 cruise only, pp* 
Roundtrip from Cape Liberty, NJ: Boston,
Portland, Saint John, Halifax.
*Rate is cruise only, based on dbl occ, for 2V Interior Stateroom. Taxes and

gov’t fees additional and subject to change until departure. Subject to avail-

ability, additional restrictions and conditions apply.  

For more information or to book these getaways, contact AAA Travel at
610.374.5600, make an appointment to consult with a AAA Travel Agent,
or visit www.AAA.com/travel
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Take the Guesswork Out Of Auto Repair
Approved Auto Repair
Always Towing & Service Center

201 S. Third St., Hamburg 610-914-4567

Audi Reading
2746 Bernville Rd., Leesport 484-220-1200

Bill’s Emergency Roadside Service LLC
740 Lancaster Ave, Shillington 610-207-2946

Dave’s Auto Service
925 W. Philadelphia Ave, Boyertown 610-367-1844

Dubble’s German Motors
2697 Bernville Rd, Rdg 610-375-8330

Dulin’s Tire & Service Co.
3151 Centre Avenue, Reading 610-929-5820

1530 Lancaster Avenue, Shillington 610-775-0375

Fred Beans Ford
525 Route 100 N, Boyertown 610-367-2081

Haldeman Ford
15465 Kutztown Road, Kutztown 610-683-3553

Lee Myles Transmissions & Auto Care
914 Fern Avenue, Reading 610-775-3820

6720 Perkiomen Avenue, Birdsboro 610-404-4227

Patriot Buick/GMC
933 E. Philadelphia Ave, Boyertown 610-367-8800

Rich’s Automotive Sales & Service
Rt. 12/1340 Clarion St, Reading 610-376-4045

VJ Wood Service Center
411 South Third Street, Hamburg 484-662-4004

Approved Auto Body 

Trust. Confidence. AAA Approved Auto Repair.

Fred Beans Collision Center, 525 Route 100 N, Boyertown 610-367-2680

                                                                  

Amazements
& Innovations

Alef Aeronautics Unveils Flying Car

visibility for “safe and enjoyable flight.”

The Model A’s origin story is quite

interesting. Dr. Constantine Kisly, Pavel

Markin, Oleg Petrov, and Jim Dukhovny

came together to form a company that

intended build an actual flying car that

could be operated on public roadways

and have vertical lift capability. That

company became Alef Aeronautics of

San Mateo, California.

Since their coming together, these

self-proclaimed technical

geniuses have pro-

gressed from cafe napkin

renderings in 2015 to

seeking FAA approval of

their electric flying car

this year. 

The U.S. Federal

Aviation Administration

It doesn’t fold into a brief case like

George Jetson’s, and it doesn’t look

like Marty McFly’s DeLorean, but it

sure seems to be from the future.

Coming to an air space near you,

meet the Alef Model A. Sporty and

sleek, it appears to be the ultimate

solution to traffic jams. No traffic

issues? Drive it like any other car.

Stopped traffic ahead? Just initiate the

Model A’s vertical lift capabilities and

“bypass the problematic areas on the

ground by flying over them.”

Described by Alef as a Low Speed

Vehicle (LSP), the Model A can be

driven on rural and urban roadways

and fits into parking spaces and home

garages that will accommodate other

more common vehicles. When aloft,

the Model A provides 180 degrees of

confirmed that it has granted a Special

Airworthiness Certificate to Alef. The

Certificate is an authorization to oper-

ate an aircraft in the U.S. airspace in

any of eight categories, including

experimental.

You can read more about Alef

Aeronautics, the Alef Model A or even

pre-order your own flying car at

https://alef.aero. Expected price:

$299,999. 








